Lecture #4 – “Discovering” New Worlds: Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean

Summary
In this class we tell the story of Christopher Columbus, using his life and times to examine the early encounters between the Old and New Worlds and their consequences and implications.  In doing so, we will connect the story of Columbus to our earlier lectures on Native Americans (non-sedentary, semi-sedentary, and sedentary peoples), Iberians (hidalgos and letrados), and early Portuguese voyages along the coasts of Africa (feitorias).

Vocabulary

Christopher Columbus
Arawaks (Taíno)
Caribs
Hispaniola
Navidad
Feitoria
Pope Alexander VI
Treaty of Tordesillas
Santo Domingo
Hidalgos
Letrados
Encomienda


Outline
Prologue: Christopher Columbus: From Cabin Boy to Admiral of the Ocean Seas

“Discovering” a New World: The Life and Times of Christopher Columbus
	Columbus’s First Voyage (1492-1493)
Initial Encounters: Arawaks and Caribs
		Establishment of Navidad and Return to Europe
	Subsequent Voyages (1493-1503)
		Columbus in Historical Context: Feitorias and an Earthly “Paradise”
		Dividing a New World
Pope Alexander VI (1431-1503)
Spain, Portugal, and the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)
		Conflicts and Conspiracies
			Hidalgos and Letrados Revisited: Rebellions, Investigation, and Arrest
			Establishment of the Encomienda
	Consequences of 1492

Epilogue: The Legacies of Christopher Columbus 

 
